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The attempt to give analytical articulation to all :that might be involved in exemplary priestly per- 
formance is a notoriously difficult assignment. It 
has been  the subject of endless hours of debate, particularly among seminary faculties entrusted by their respective denominations to turn out model pastoral practitioners. The tension inherent between the perspective of a priestly call to mediate the numinous in service of a gathered church community and that of the day-to-day pastoral services expected of an acculturated American presbyter makes the project inherently dicey. 
Acknowledging those obstacles, the authors have performed a valuable service. Working with a resource panel of experienced pastors, they have produced a tool that may be profitably studied and practically utilized by seminary faculties, directors of priestly formation, and individual priests. It can serve as a resource for assessing one's own growth in ministerial competence and service or clarifying one's responsibility as a formator of priest candidates. For example, the graded descriptors for advancement from the minimum competence of a novice to that of a highly competent practitioner under each of the nine broad areas of priestly service is a quite helpful device. That said, some further caveats are in order. 
This reviewer found it disturbing to see the authors sliding back and forth between the language of "priest" and "pastor." In Catholic circles the distinction between an ordained presbyter and one who has the further canonical delegation to leadership of a parish community is highly significant. At times it is not clear whether the authors are using "pastor" in that canonical sense or simply to connote a pastoral agent without further distinction. There are many Catholic priests who have given outstanding service for years and years who simply are not suited to be pastor of a parish community. 
More substantively from the perspective of 
method (not to mention ecclesiological understanding), the directors of the project seem to have left out the voices of the laity when enlisting people to validate the lists of duties and tasks expected of a contemporary priest. Presumably it is the lay faithful who are the ultimate validators of effective spiritual service. Admittedly, a body of people as broad as "the laity" is a difficult elephant to get one's arms around, but in the absence of such an effort the project runs the risk of being a self-validating conversation among a closed circle of professionals. My own sense is that a random body of the lay faithful probably would agree with most of the categorization of duties and competences. But it is equally possible that from their experience of clericalized incumbents they might have presented more pointed definitions of what might be expected in particular areas-and perhaps point to new areas latent within their live interaction with priests. Priestly service is, after all, inherently relational. 
Ultimately the value of an effort like this one depends on the personal and spiritual depth of those who use it. It would not be amiss to compare the effort to that of our country's "No Child Left Behind" project. Results from that national effort illustrate the risk that practitioners may distort the proposed benchmarks and ultimately violate the deeper spirit behind the project by 
"teaching to the test." That need not represent a black mark against such teachers. It is simply the nature of the genre. 
In the hands of formators who are themselves sensitive, priestly (read: unclericalized) ministers, this inventory can provide a good opening for fruitful discernment with candidates for the priesthood or for those who have labored long in the vineyard. It is one tool, nicely crafted, in the arsenal of sophisticated skills needed to support the art of ministerial formation and assessment. 



